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United States Department of the Interior

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
1849 C Street, N.W.

rWashington, D.C. 20240

June23,2014

3224 fi Avenue, Richmond, Virginla
Project Number: 25570

Dear

I have concluded my review ofyour appeal ofthe decision ofTechnical Preservation Services (TPS),
National Park Servicæ, denying certification of the rehabilitation of the property cited above. The appeal

was initiated and conducted in accordance with Department of the Interior regulations (36 CFR Part 67)
governing certifications for federal income tax incentives for historic preservation as specified in the
Internal Revenue Code. I thank you for meeting with me via conference call on June l'1,2014, and for
providing a detailed account ofthe project.

After careful review of the complete record for this project, and the information you shared during our
discussion of the project I have determined that the oompleted rehabilitation of 3224 I st Avenue is not
consistent with the historic charaoter of the properly and the historic district in which it is located, and

that the prgect does not comply with the Secretary of the Interio¡'s Standards for Rehabilitation (the

Standards). Therefore, the denial issued by TPS on Maroh 14,2012, is hereby affirmed.

I find that the three ornate brick chimneys and the historic front porch railing extant prior to the
rehabilitation work were characterdefining features integral to the building's significance within the
Highland Park Plaza Historic District, Thus, I ooncur with the TPS assessment that removing the three
chimneys above the roofline, and replacing the historic front porch railing with a contemporary railing,
has significantly diminished the overall historic character of the properly, causing the project to
contravene Standards 2, 5, and 6. Standard 2 states, "The historic character of a property shall be

retaíned and preserved. The removal of historic materials or alteratìon ofleatures and spaces that
characterlze a property shall be avoided." Standard 5 states, "Distìnc|ívefealures,finíshes, and
construct¡on technlques or examples of crafismanship that characterlze a hßtorìc property shall be

preserved." Standard 6 states, "Delerioroled historicfeatures shall be repaíred ralher than replaced.
llhere lhe severlty of deterioralion requires replacement of a dlslinclìve feature, lhe nøw fealure shall
match the old in design, color, texture, and other vlsual quolities and, where posslble, materials.
Replacement of míssingfeatures shall be subslantiated by documentary, physlcal, or pictorlal evidence."
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Although it may be possiblo to bring the overall rehabilitation into conformance with the Standards, for
instanoe by rebuilding the ohimneys and replacing the porch railing, during our conversation, you statod

that you are unwilling to spend the money to make ohanges that could bring the projeot into conforma49e.,,

Consequently, f muslaffi* tttu previous docision. ' 
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As Departmont of the Intorior rogulations state, my dscision is the final administrative decision with
respeci to the March 14,2}lz,denial that TPS issued rogarding rehabilitation certification. A oopy of this

deoision will be provided to the Internal Revenuo Service. Questions concerning specific tax
consequences ofthis decision or interpretations oftho Internal Revenue Code should be addressed to the

appropriate ofTice ofthe Internal Revenue Service.

Sincorely,

John A. Bums, FAIA
Chief Appeals Officer
Cultural Resouroes

cc: SHPO-VA
IRS


